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One day, when the early spring rains had made some lovely
puddies of muddy wafer in Woodland, Uncle Wiggily saw some of
the animal boys and girls in wading, As be watched them, Billie
Wagtail, the goat chap, said to Jacko Kinkyiail, (he monkey chap:
"Wouldn't it be fun if wa could get Uncle Wiggily in wading, and
then we could yeil that the Skeezicks was coming?” Jacko wanted
to know what fun that would be. *“Why,” spoke Billie, “beforz we
yeil that the Skee is coming, we'll hide Uncle Wiggily's shoes!™”
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UNCLE WIGGILY WENT WADING IN THE MUD PUDDLE.
THE GOAT AND MONKEY BOYS HID HIS SHOES FOR A JOKE.
BUT JUST SEE WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT. OH, MY!

* Text bv HOWARD R. GARIS
Plctured by LANG CAMPBELL
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“It will be 2 good joke en Uncle Wiggily to hide his shoes, and
thén yell that the Skeezicks is coming," said the monkey boy, “But
he won't belicve w unless he sees the bad chap.”” Billie said fhat
would be easy. *"'We'll make 3 scarecrow of 2 Skeezicks out of ame
tree branches and our caps,' Billis told Jacko., “Come on, Iel's gt
Uncle Wiggily's shoesnow, Leave ours where they are” So while
Uncle Wiggily was teaching Jennie Chipmenk to wade in the nice
mud puddie, Jacko and Billie snzaked over 1o the bunny's new shoes,

. While Uscle Wiggily was having a gomd fime in the mad
puddie, teaching Jennic Chipmunk o wade, Jacks and Billie, the
monkey and goat boys, took the bunny genticman’s yeilow shoes and
hid them behind a bush, Then Billle and Jacko made a make-helieve
Skeezicks oul af a tree branch and seme’ other thin “When we
sneak up, with this, and howl like the Skee affer Uncle Wigzilv's
souse, BTl run ont fast,'" blested Biflie. “And when ke can't find
iz shoes—Oh! he'll get o exciled as pever v Jacko il
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“Now our make-believe Skeezicks is ali"done.’
Billle, *“Yes" answered the goat boy. ““We'll hide behind it and
carry it toward the wading mud puddie. We'll boiler fike the Skee
hollers for Uncle Wiggily's souse. Then he'll rus for his shoes and
they won'l b= there. Ok, what a joke i will be!" Uncle Wiggily,
knowing nothing of what was going to happen, had made a sail boat
for Jeanie. All of a suddén fhe fitlie chipmunk giri and the other
children saw the pretended Skezz coming aleng and they yelled

No sooner had Biflie and Jacko approached the mui puddis
with the make-believe Skeezicks, and had howled as that bad chap
szd to howl when he was afier Uncle Wiggily's souse, than, all at
once the REAL Skeszicks came hopping along. *Ah, ha™ =3id be
“Here's where | get a lot of shoes, as well as the bunay genilemen’s
souse!”" The children rushed out of the pond, and the boys dropped
{heir make-believe Skeericks.  Then along came Mr. Stubiail, the

bear gentleman, with Uncle Wigrily's old shoes he had bean mending.
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AS soon as the Skeezicks had gathered up In his skinny paws all
the shoes of the animal children, he started fo rum away with them,
“I'll hide thess," howled the Skee, “and then I'll come back and g2t
Uncle Wiggily's souse. 1 wonder wheee Uncle Wiggilv's shoss are?
| don't see them™  As {iic Skee ran mway the animal children felt
very badly because their shoes wers taken, Billie and Jacko were
sarry they played that teick. Unsle Wiggily put on his old shods
Mr. Stublail took a club and eried: “Let's chase the Skest”
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“Arc-you all ready, ‘Uncle Wiggily?" cried Mr. Stublail, the
nice bear gentleman: shoe-mendér.  “If you sre we'll chase the bad
Skeezicks and make bim give back the children's shoes™ Uncle
Wigzily, h;vin% put on his old shoes Which the bear gentleman had
brought, s3id he was ready. Away they started after the bad
Skeczicks, who ran so fast he dropped ong or two shoes. ““He has
my new ones, ' goess," said Uncle Wigaly, as bz ihrew stones at
the bad chap. “Well, welll soon calch bim," roarsd Me. Stublail,
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After 2 short race Uncle Wiggily and Mr.* Stubtail caught up to
the bad Skeezicks. Uncle Wiggily wasn't-afraid of the skinny chap
now, When the bear genlleman was with-him.  Taking the Skeezicks
by the back of his neck,«Mr. Stubtail sheok the unpleasant creature
until he dropped every shoe hz had taken from the wading pool-
“Pick tham gp and we'll fake therh back to the children i vou
plezse,” said Mr. Stubtail,  *I will,” said the bunny gentleman. *But
the funnygart of #is | can't fingd my new shoes!  Where are they 2"
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After Mr. Stublall had nearly shaken the liver-pin out of the
Skeezicks, he It the bad chap go, over the hills to the poarhouse
Then the bear gentleman and Uncle Wigelly carried the animal chil-
dreny’s shoes back to them. Billie the goat and Jacko the monkay
brought Uncle Wiggily's new shoes out from behind ihe bush whers
they had hidden them.  After the boys had fosed the make-belisve
Skeezicks into the mud puddie and all the shoes were on again, M
Stubtail laughed and said Yo Jacko and Billie: “That was some jukef”
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Auzhor of the Famous UNCLE WIGGCILY BEDTINE STORIES
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